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Since the e whete oo™ mind fse busied el with
subpeets heyond his own sell prescrvation and the satisfuction
of tus hodily appetites, the anomalous and curious lave been
of exceptional and persistene fasomation o hime and especiallv
v s ome of the conscruction and Lunctions of e human
tody. Possibly, mdeed, it was the anomalous thae wis Timrely
mserumental i arousig mthe sovage the artention, tough
and dnvestigation that were finally o develop imte the bady
ul’ wrgantzed truth wlhieh we now call Scienee. iGeorge M.
Gould and Walier Lo Ihle, Proefatory and Tntraduciory”
Alnnatice apd Coeiositics of Mediciee, ™New York: Jubian Press,
1896]

Im the nirercenth contury. miedicine cmerged oy one af che wost
neastent and aucharitative eerpreters ol e bunan beady,'
Moedione rehies o dissecred, dismembered or discised body parts
for discursive eapression and seliorepresencation,” Photography is 2
niest effective ol for mediciue’s represenetion of the buman
bodyv, Certninly, ‘bodily appediees” {appetites of the Dody for the
Pody) were satishicd prior w the invention of photography: how-
ever, phatography working lor niedicine provides 1 unique kingd
ol vistl scopophilic satistaction nnmarched by ooy oier reprosenta-
tional strateey. Medicine defines the normal and che abnonmal, wd
phatagraphic representation ellectively differentiates thewe caregor
1w hideed, the represencation of delormite and  devenee by
muedicine as pathologeal serves as the foundation Tor a scleutific

“bedy of arganized i Lxamples of the belief in the expros-

iveness of deformire and ananualy can e douud throughonr hiscory,

as can v fascivation wich death and decay. A devian or dead
body allows the vicwer to g oo way thar the “nonal, livingg
bendy dowes nor, Photegaphs ol pathologseddly defined  bodies are
part of an extended historical desire © see the body of the other
be that other dead, diseased o simply ditferent.

A contemporary fine act trend ol post-mortem” plml‘ngl';]phy"
mediealized,

S artin gvnt—‘r:al]4 refleces and even lnterrogaes L
scientific modes of vicwing the haman bedy, Tlistovieally since the
tie of Galen, anatomists and artss worked side by side w
cnderstamd and represent the rovealed (nuaked and disseeted) buman
Bocly. Phowography, at least pavchologically, i linked o what
inigially evisted i Jrowe ol the Tens, Medivine uses photography
freere the medical incerpretation ol a body, The aemal body that
eassted me the woment of photographic expesure disappears, but
the photograph remaing, Romaining wich the actoal phatagaphic
ohjecr s the patental For o wedival seneration of meaning abeat
the Body in the phorograph as i the pholograpll were cquivalent
to the actual body. Ulimately, the wedical interpreation of a body
seerm 1o be supported by leatinae ‘proot™ as long oy the pho
grapll 1 extant.

In this essay, | explore the power strucoures in bath are and
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medivine thae allow budies o represent sowething other than, aud

independent of L the person who inhabirs chem, T oam speciticaliy

interested i the hody as a1 defed a0 parbologival category
ad howe chis caregorical determination creales 4 point of general
access. Thas adimtanee allows both medicine aod photography 1o
wse the body as g group ol components for 1 viseal Lingnage wholly
separate from the body as container ol individoal. To e this,
T eaamine the colliboration of Joel-Perer Witking a photographer.
and Sranley Buns, o physicin and collector of medieal phorogeaphy,
Stanley
collectron of Tnvoneal photographs
nredical photogrpts™ produced berween T[R40 and 1920, Witkio
s contemporary artst whe uses pathologacally definmed bodies and

Burns, M2, an ophthadmelogist, namtoes o Lowe privace

Sincluding Tover A0 origiiad

photography lor artistc expression,

e Buras’s vollection ot historie medical phaotographs and the
contemporary art work ol Jocl-Feter Widin disperse phorographs
of bodws and body pares in e service o nawratives outside
indrardual ahysdcal adentitication, Individually, bady Burs and
Wirkin disseminale photographic represenmtions of bodies as com
ponents of 1 comples structure of visual conmumuicaton unigue to
then discurave praciees. Wickin does chis for fine art and Bues
tor medicine, Tovoking the acsthetie authorty of fine ar, Witkio,
the artise, selected the medical images Lor the weond pubhshed

3 Medical Phoworaphy
SPRTLT Tovoking the biterpretve authoring of medivine, Stnley
Burus, the phvsician, wrote the namative caption Tor cacl of the

]

volume frow the Burms Archive, Masgeiens

photographs selecred by Witkin,
According to Wiking, his introduction 1o che Burns Archive
came abour when he was Jooking al duases of war inoa govern

mend arehive:

My hope was o find aihnown pholograpine nusterpizees
from the American Civil War and publish the foages s
book that would sliow the Tonaey of hatred. Atfer searching
throngh thousands of phowograpls ol mualation and Jdearh, 1
wars wiformed thac iy selections were net all ortginal print.
The orginals were part of 1 privare collection of medical
photographs belonging: w Doctor Burns of New York (_'.it'I\-',H

Burms's writing and nmedical photographs frow s archive are also
mcluded i Wiekin®s Hoew's Wy, List & Madwess, Awedir 8-
Mayhen {19943 which is 0 srvey of photographs of murder scenes
and sevuad and phiysical deviadions wnd curiosicies. ™

I their collaborative etfors, the mase selection process is
governed by Witkin, while che rextual narradve of the selectad
mages s provided by Burns. The armise makes che aesthede
decisions, gssessing the value ol the photographne surface, amd the
doctor finalizes che dingnosis, explaining the purporied medicdd
dgnifivance of the photoy
as the seienoifie: (ind therefore supposedly abjecuive authorite in

phed body. L Burms constracts himsell’

245

IR

RS Rchele AL Dlermer



Rachelfe -1, Dovner

Jefiing the weeaning o the dmages. As both alie heeper el

imagees, Burns naineains aothornty over e

cullural construction of the obyjeces and indeed over e bodies thae

displaver ol these
are the subjects of the photographe objece, Witkin, the eaablished
pliotographic arist, asumes the postion ol determiuing the inmages
that quality as "nusterpiece” whnle Dr Buras, the phsioan, assones
the rale of rerpreting the wages Tor populae consumprion. Tn [,
own work, Witkin Benetits romn the assumption of scienee s
ohiertive ohserver ol the body and venders the supposed oljecnve
lens of photoeraphy mite a seeming window onto che msnted
rablenus of L photowraphie world of displived ditferenee.
Tl medicalized homan body s socmlly construewed, vl
senlessly naturalived; woe perceive medival meaning as mberent o
Loy rathes than applivd oo bodve Purntherore, the body's
coostruction s hased o medical defintions o normal and abnernl
as they can be apprehended thraugh visual signs, The medicalizarion
of o by oceurs when the medicat navrazive of rhae

by rsimies

pritacy over personal, Gunilial, historical, poditical e omer poreaial

marcatives. e subjectivity ol the Dody, along with the process of”

representing i, 3 olseured by photographic conventions wined are

theneselves sclizelacing. The body, throngi the aesthete ofmedeal

portraval fan aesthotic of ubjectiving, seems to possess mhierent

meaning that B actualicy, applied by medeal areave. Badber
i Lhe photographed boudy dopifving @ person cinbodivd, thiroueh
result of micdealizanon, the Lsconnes

tie process and Ly

phantsm. This phantasine photopraplic Tody serves as o signifier
b deathy, desense amd Jdeviacion.

The bedy, a5 medicalized, bears ne detinine relisionship
the person who mbalaes (:':;' ance inhahitedd char body, Medwoe
renders Bodies medical oo manner thae preseits the body as o

Witk

aned adds tee touch of acdsue =l

surtice Tor pathological d\ltl the sign ol dilorence,

arrarges hese signs ot ditterenee
lite Lo creare o world inowhich 1he medicalized bods beconmes
medivahizannon ol the boman

fragments the body inte dserete it ol seproducible meani:

aesthetivally elogane The bing

what Dawill rerm visual morpheses. These morphemes e compon-

ents of o photographic Taguare of medicathy detined budy pars

. dmmmln] and dissected hodies, diseased boddy pare, and

nnpnl,md Ll or the Lody o o amperes) amd are combaned by
Weitkan o allegoriee dwe nonmal and the parhologdead. A
“hendily appetites” for the hody of diffeae prosupposed withomeaning
clothes Witkin's imagery i Justilied tnllation — U cmpowers the
vicwwer wirth troat and boelied 0 e sophistication of his or her
Jesire roosees Wi smves us pornission o look,

Tl pulhshed medical photaeiaphs frorm the Bors Avchive
H which | Lilwl the

. A R
t 111L‘Lill_';1| TR,

the ressificd and che speoddae. The o

comprise hree categores

it

tisres thal are created during the course of che practee ofedwme

el as Mot oand are used asoa ool dinzneas or ellectng

creatmiend. The jusifed caregory doseribes phiotoaraphs. such as the

aide-lvy—ade el falier treatment phorograph, thar dlosirate. vel-

chrate or Jusbiy medical treatment. The speenkir catepory represcnis
photographs wlhich have no discernible climeal value o medieue.
bt rather serve o represent medicine’s suchonty over dead hodies
or those bodies which full oneside nomalized modes o phsacad
Catslener those bodies

which wisibly display doead aeldor

medhoadly delined abnonmaliog,” The sperdar photograpls are
classificd s such becavse chey saisfy a visoal appente o boadies
aul Lrondy pactss they are non clintealamd defe their sieple assertion
of disinterested scientific inguiry,

The speetfar categoery inclundes noages made during medhoal

contact with womedical subject, such as images ol peaple decined
Alses

meluded are tmages of Tabnomual” subjecss appropraced by medieine

viswally fiteresting: because of their display of pathology.

fplacemen w medical historical archives sucl s Bums™s) an
appropriaden tal can be identified o suel Ty viroe o the ey
it ey were idally conmissioned by the photographed sulyjeens
iy freaks
waled 5\]1L1L(1Ir1'||\h\ of themselves and rheir l\ml\-‘ parts.

thunsclves: pinetevnch contury conennissioted el

The resultant visual morphenes i plowosrapby provide nou
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culture of

whival 1noa cateyory ol

only medica but alsw popular weees o particule Bodive e Body
parts] withour the Burden aor e speonoity of thar bode s sobpecay
sy, Hore L esawmine dhe disposition of the mnoged body i coitery

by exaining the culeoral aotlennes that ass

Tomeaning et

iaged body: medivioe, o evidenved e Borns's oaeneeship ol e
medivalized body ihe phiotagaphs char he owesis sl o as

Within s s

production {the phorographs thar e ereatesi

cvnlenced by of the medicalized Loy o artisic

The collahoration of
these pao e e the productdon of an ebjeer for comerno
Jistrilason. the plictographic bock, provides popular aecess s the
niedicalized body Witkin and Burs, by slspersing the nredivaiived
phorographed body oy visnal worphomes, exrend to popular culuase
thit
Lowly. i by esamining che congruines ol these seeminghe disparane

the posability ol experiencing o body withow haviog o i

photogrphic practiees — e illostrarion and e are — i
we nny begnn o understand caloaral hodilv aopetizes”
Vo satiate its appetite for Lodies, nedical disconrse neilizes

shoroeraphy o Tevlneze aesd disseminae che cetomazon ol Bodies
! graphn £

sl
o the Dody g

and body parte e neaningiul medical sigass hody bads

e s legitimized byomedicine asnhie

s onlv to Beowianlly apprehemded by e practised viewer The

photogrph Smetons lor mediche as 0 seemizly mosparent

mediin eongh wlicl we see and anrerprer e body’s sunfae,

The wsusption that o inrerprettve aeton T when place Bnche
act of making the photograple tnust b suspended ro reveas alwe
cultnral position of e medivalived bodv, The vl
ol the

wornlicnes

medicalized body ove woade carvence in dilny azd vndes
cultuee and mirror Wolkin's phiotographic production. T ormstanee,
the N Dinele Nails sidees Tor the song, ST PRI W
capy ol Witkin imagery chat Witk Bled suit against o direcror
Mark Romanek

reprosettlcton dlustrates e pervasive infiltmtion ol meedho e as g

Clloser

Elhos repeatsnd use ol o singular kind of Tuody

node o determining g for the Lunnan body, Theswe viseal

morphemes also serve o sonune agnilyiog lundiios ™ Dnoaddion

1o expresun pathology and sliterence, chis fasenon decies e

subjectivite o the individual photographed e the Suppesediy

higherd service of pathologieal dieln. Pliotograpning a0 body
objecively” o porieey o nedival cotegory asmmes che possalaieg
Wkl
Absalure elationship beeweeen the phancesm o the boedy o
s ditferene. iphy
cihaces the phenomenal distinenion and poss o direct conelation
and okicer. 1w

ol o oviewer who canorewd the somacic st tleere

photograph and v asagned pathology « photoyg

caenred bty

unbnsl e 1w
from the disease, 10 bieconmes apparent thar somane <@

lctweewn gy

AT iy
frvather Ui r'n’c.m’ it the pacholoioally dehoed plows '1.1}1|1Ld
bedy, The purported lack of iterpretaton during the aer of making

the inige leads 1o overdetermined interpreranon of the whoto-

erapliic ohject. Thee assumption thae the Body s cdsple ofreadalble
pathalogy . and that the phorograph i its objective recorder, fares
the viewer ro interprer e hody pathologicalles e 00 s e
TRy

vitne Hoit body and wow . photograplh.
Lorraine Dasteny aod Peter

'::bit'('[i\-‘if\_-‘l HEE

Calison T expianed e werm

hisrorical construction, ssorting that o odern

ohjectivity nnxes rather thaon witegrates

and concepoalby

disparare componeils,

winch .oe Jdistmer st D haseenr und

Cralisuon

listorteally
historicize an important conponenl of the concepr ar

objeetvity vxplimed Tyowhat they won Tmechanioal’ o mon-

werventonist ebjoctvity, Mechanical objectiviee soan wdea tha
votwentiveth
Sechanieal’

asprrntiodn dor sell’

developed ar the end of the mneteends ond b die e
cenmey and incindes photogragpln, s one o s ool
or Cnet-itervenlion st
discipline and restraine:

E'}b‘iL‘L'(i\-'ir)' v the

Althougl mechanical objectivire effaces soane leatures ol e
scientist, v demands orher trantss T s posiiie asoweil s

megarive sense. e pegativ e sense, this idead ul nh\jm'ri\'u\_'
attempts o climinate e mediating presence o the observer:
some versions af this deal remin the pnlganents datl select
the phenomena, winle others disparage the semses thae regisrer
thearies o

the phenomena, sl sGlE others ward off che

bvpotheses thae distort the phenotena, Te e positive sense,



mechanical vbjectivity requires panmistaking care and exactitude,
mbinite paticnee, nnflaguing pescveranee, proeteranael sens
e acuity, and ansatble appetice forwork, The phenomen
never sleep and neither should e abserver; neicher fcigue
nor

carclessness excuse o lapse i altenon that wmears g
measurenient or onnts o deils e vastness o varicly ol
nare redquite that ebservations el measnrement, endlessly

repueated aroand che clock "

Given the demuands ol objectivity, it seerns olwions that phataeraply
would cote tooplay an important wole i presentive informarion
i medicine, Indeed, medionee, asin developed in the niuctecntl
century, cone oo rely s erear deal on nachimes o devices thae
cauld supposcedly preserve their observations and colinee e senses
of the physiciia. ™ Dastar and Galon acknowledge the imporance
ul photography aso mechanically “objeetive” mode of representa
dor, They state thae, by the tumy of the centune, “Uie photograple

il waield o powertil ideolagical loree as e vers swinhol of neuteal,
enguisitely detaled rmche Feen 3F people by tien knew Dorrer,
there remained imothe photogrph oo tneradicable wlow of vera-
['sl_\"."j The notian thac the photograph o somehow capable of
proventing s mnnediared rroch - contnues o pervade popntar
perceptions of reprosentadsons prodoced b Tens oplics,

The comera image, s i unetions ae medical discouse,
deynads dhat doterpretation s completsd boerw
receiver and aor al the tnne of film exposure,

o inage and

This assures s

“olectevity . I alw assomes o vieweer capabile o "readnre” the i,

Dnrerpretive ndervention ar the time of cxposure would render the
mage subjective or relleaive ol a subjecrive inreractien Between
photograpleer photographed. Mueclimeat

ankd objrctiving, s

evplained Ty Diston and Guhson, morally inssts dia imerpeetation
" medicine. s

guarmtees e erasare of the subjectiviry ol te hody pliotographed

take plice vnle between hage ad viewer -

fnd caincidentally dhar of the redical photographers. This pee-
sumption of Juhjectivity” asures a body or body pare functions ooly
a5 the maediom oim s pathology or difference.

Te s v contention that 1 variimr of mechanical objecuvicy

Iras novs Been assined Lo all view e sestews dhar depend an e
photographne apparatus o lens focusing o plinar o soeh as
pheraguply, cincna and video, Buarns exploits diis and Warkin
ploys wees wich in [n contenmporoy cullare, photopranhic repires
entation has allowed o wode of depicting which bs nou realism. ar

etk pose realismd by po-reaisan, Hypo-realism allows. diroagh
mechanical lens represenmrions, the easpericive of the represenced
Fey st s 10 s actual plivacad mrecetion, We are 1ol so oo
av to be unaware ol the wtiiond qualing of mechanicd Jeos
eoprisentatons (e che phartograph ol our mother o not actally
our motheri. Tloweser, the lers iy similar enotgh to the pereeptions
ot the human cye o allow o cortnn chosen dznaiance o the
convenlons of the lens We expericnee s representanions as i
they were real, but withont the phyvsical interacton required of the
real In effect. the mectunical Tens releases ns from the obbiprtion
ol real miteractions wirhour denying the sabislinction of our wisual
desires.

The weceptinee ul’ the caunera lens as an equivalent o the
und’s eve” ueardy pennies the eradication ol b conserows minder
standing of photopraphic reprosentarivnal medudon: it authonzes
the camery oo fung

to1 s i exlensivg of actual eeperience (e acts

like wie ol our evest. Heporealism is a poeclornuues ol che medicat
photographs i the Bums arclnve thar s unburdeocd by oanye des
ol the act of representation. [ s e pereetved effcement ai dhe

objuet’s {the pliotographed bodv? and the photographior’s subjectiv

ity and an exsaggeradion of the viewer's subjectivity. Tl proces,
allows v e exist exterially i a "pre—ocdipal” or o intersuljective
mode o ntertalived objeces thae function only Tor the sarsticeion
of our owi Todily appatites” for visnal pleasure,

T elav-pe day existence, we are not able fo Fanction witduue
sonue sl acknowledgement of others” subjectiviey. 'Ehe subjectiy
ity of ethers impiiges wpon our o i reguices us Lo act not only
wath our own desites in nied, Lot alse weith regard 1o those ol
others, Photographiv, hoevause of jos speciiic reprosentional powoer

Lopo Wirkin and S0 80 Burus: U Danoneage ol Body Parrs

Froure T " Tagure 9 4 simitlarity berween the optics of sl eye and
of o cnerd’, drom Robert Mo Berne and Matthes N0 Loy,
Plipsinfagy, Srd edn, SE Lows, Badimore, Boston, Chicage, Tondon,
PInladelplng . Svidoey, Toronwe: Moshy Year Book 1994 144

Courtesy ol the publisleer.

fas we accepl lems optics s an unproblemacs seirogawe Tor our
EUSINNY

Cprovides asecming stlent windose onee the real,” both
Allowing us o see” and protecting oy from inteaction. Filcetvely,
it oallows us o exist e condorable space of the hyvpe eal
satrating ourappetices for bosdies withou the burdes ol merabjeer-

reoders

ity Medivene, o s audhomey over the Bological e
marmnive and physical aceess Lo bodies, o conjunetion, these pao
calegories praduce an expericnee of die redd withour e seliz
oppressive problems of the real - thus producing the hivpo-red
Cuperienee,

I contempaorary: Anerican culiore, photographse represensa-
ten bus Trecome a normualized mode of seeing w the cxent U i
ofren replices et phivsical cve contaet. The pharographic repres
cntihon, e the imagination, necd not be distgushed sianteantly
from o meutal representation created by phvsical cottact wih o
subjecr. Camsens and Jens reduee view and forus oo single poing
Lo staedard wnedieal schoonl phesiology, weatbook, e Ecnoen of
the eve s cyuated with the function of che camera wnd lens, dhe
rexe assertiog thay [t ronn 0 vised treer pasass through
tie nodal poine of the Tens and produces @ reversed fee on the
retinu just as on o caners e verion can be regarded as siolir o
flm i the sense of capluing visial aises 7 fHasre 1 Tedeed.
e mnechuament Tens 3 conseructed as being wore ellvetve than e
human vye 1 thar v eliminates extrancous sensual ilormation and
fves the position of Botle observaton aesd toens,

The Culwral Currency of the Severed Head

Published n Adusterpivies 15 0 photogr:
vallv “Diseered Flead in Soup Plae” e 21

ph frem 1905 which Bums
Burns, i Ty
caption, explans:
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Ligruee 20 Howard Brundage, M1 (€ wlwmbis, Ohiol. Disseoed
Head v sewp Phac, silver pelatine, 7 % 5 inches, 19050 Stnley 13,
Burns, %1, che Burms Arvclus e,

For centuries physicians pamsikingly dissecred, patned and
mjected anatomical speeiinens o daonsteate normal and

pathelogical mntorny. Some diseeions ook vears, Prononent

[hysicians colleeted such specimens i medival muaseums” ad
pritsed therm from generation o genarits.

Tt of the conory photograph depels ooe such
SPUCTTLLLT lab of & Colwbus
btitution. A head, s posterior porton disploved o show

lom rhe anatonmy mcdieal

Bone. e and Plood vessel relationships, sis i asoup bowl ™"

While che free onee identificd o e 0 s mow only part of 3
comples surlace displivimg revealed veins md sowentifie knowledge,

i

e the tmage alo alludes o the story ol Sadome™ wineh
orverhelms e specilivity of the tan s head while eolucing the
role ol tie knewledgealle vicwoer

The image of the severed head B noc anigue e photography:
Cooricaulr paimted Deads and severed Tunbs of goillotined Tadies

after che avatonisss hod ther way with chens Wlat i< anigue o

phaotograply is the wpposed crasure of he medinm and act ol
represencation. e acconnt of  Géricanlts reproscntations af

sevvervel Tieads and Tl asserts thar these imagres actually allude o
Géricault's “incerest in the sheme of apital punishmen.”
disagrevs witl tie nodion dhat the content in these nages s heen
dinnngeed,

The fuct that Gadvicault painced wod unages s important; i
phorograpls ol sovered beads, sach 2 the one illustiaged, the
emplasis i placed By Dr Bums on the et of sisseeting the head.
nol ol photegraplneg i This allenss 1he viewer o esperience tie
anatanist’s dissected head withow porceived mediaton: our inime

diate poreeption s ot s dis
4 photograph of auy ather dissecred ead 1o soup bowl. Thus,
while g s determined in the Gorcaulr paintings by assigning,
marratives Lo artistie eoviey (W cheir Bleody washes bromally
exlbited, their vyes rolling in anguish, Uiede 1eatures dissorted
paiin. Gérteanlls depictions of beheaded vietins, drivan or painted.
e only be understood i this contest of tnpassioned debane,
which sciencitic. hunnitarian, and policad discourses mingled aod

incersectes] L1 meninge s assigned diveetly to the body or body
port i medical phetography CFor contmries pliysicians painseakingly

dissecred, painted and injected nntornical specimens 1o demonsurae

normal aod pathologicad anaone allowing tie severed head

to lunetion as o viswal mogpheme. The severed, disseered T

Pecomes ot ol eaning ina buguage of hody parts.

The Lt work, however, s <till ocared 0 the head, net in
the muking of e intgre. The photogriph proudly and crnsparently
wllers the completed dissection nenle Iy iis phsician, presumably
ror the delectation of other phvsicians, Dhespine e Lwe that s ane
Jiosen the Bree ot ths Tiead char onee belonzed oo man the
subjectivity o that man s goue, We see an anguishied expression
i i head that denensteably can have no capabiity of "maorivating
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coted head ina soup bowl and not ol

M, Viexie
1990k Clourmesy

Figure 30 Joel Peter Witkin, Head of - Sl
painted silver geline,s 2174 323

Fraenkel Gallery, San Fraocoisco.

ix

niches,

chat oxprossion. Fhe amaromia elicawes the expericnce of chis
obpect and che photograph erases rosponsibiliny for il Tiead ™
identite, The ouly
Prowimnably. this head i readable by other anaonisesg thes the

Tace® ooon the anatomists production.
nevesity of the activity and preservanon ol it as i weres This
photopraph would have funetioned ax the ebjecrive recond of che
AonELs activicios i better ad more versatile reproduciblel
forey than formaldehyde.

While

the sulncetivity of

¢ phasician might necesarily amd wecestully override

che patient e acruoal phivacal interenion, m
soneral day to-day acuvity the suljectivise of achers cauuon be
casthy erased ™ lntersubjectivity requires thar we wderstand our
interictions with others i teries of the others” sulyectiviee amd wod

reduce the other to object Tnreradly for o personadlyy, we

relace tor others s sell alyjets, objects dhat are representaions of

orhery but extemmally our interpersomal expemences are an inierplay

FOlowh, the

of our own subjeetivity with athers suljects oy
iterpersonal world con hecome more difftienle to navigate o<l
contmne Lhings one uf our conuol intr-porsosal acsivine allows
ie existence of cvervthing in relinon e the subjert and s ok
muore comforlihle, Photgraphy, eipecially of b boedics, Al
a knwl ol ot persanal aclivity inoche eaternal Creal” worlds In
clleer, visual morphiomes, which ke thelr vliae o in
phomgraple. allow us W experivnee edicalized bodies ws interns]
objects Lo vur ovwn self as subjeet,

The wisual morphieme of the wvered head makes nanerous
appearanees o Lhe work of Joel-Peter Witkin ifigmee 307 Te s,

perhaps, ot coinvidenes tha Witkin's photograph ot a severnd
CWtkin®e pertranal
of the severcd Tiead ds saoctioned not ocly by mediemes bt alse

head resembles the one photographed w110

by the Distory of are and photography. o drsing sody wle
ater the photograph (igare 41, Witkin poraays hinsell” as 1he
phutograplier with o halo of protent nantes from e history af
photograplive Arbns, Sander, Weegee, At -
These canonical fimres Trom phorograply '~ history Il Gl w hom

sl Daguerre,

had doteresturg photegraphic imeracdons with the Tioman body)
asserl Wilkin's Petive stnce of innocence. or al least participation
i leage of photegraphic innocenee, in photographing the ead.
He pretends that be Jdid voc do anything, necessarilv: the nend
Arcady exiseed, Witkin secis o insise thue Lo qust happened 1o e
tiere witly o caneras Buts o the darkroom, he inceracs s the
representiaon of the head much maore overtv. Tlias s evidene in
s overworking of the surlice of the photographie prine. 1 hs
auniely abenr the separation of the hady rom e head is apparent
i the drawing of the bedy. just outside fand vider? what is franed
i the photograpl. The cartin o the right e drawing eiforee



Figure 1. Joel Peer Waking Dyawing from Plead of a Dead Alar,
Mevine, pastel on paper, 2172 < 28 miches, B Conrtesy Fracuhel

Crallery, San Francisco,

the idea of tie tableaus drat crities seemy soescited o jnvokhe wlion
dsening, Witkins production.

Abowe Witlan™s carlier photegiaph, The Kis il Baiwen
ifieare 31, the oritenin states over and over again thar Witk dud
nol cur the head i halt the patholowist Jide [ i medicine,
alcimarely, thac allows Witkm aveess to these sisual morplicines,
bur his srmcruring ol these morphamnes s self-consciously and
excessieely artistie. Careful contemplation of” Wikin's work in
terms of it tanscondence of s subjecemacter 5 prescntesd by

aosthutes as g sign of sophisticanon.™ Meaning isherent in the

visud) morpheowes of the medicalized body s assuned hecise of

the medical provision of the maderal, The conscroetion ol tiese
vistal morphemes into artiste produce i reintoreed by Witkin®s
hand work on the surfice of che print and his cvocaton of the
caton ot art |1i:x't0|'_\-'.1'j'

Grafts and Flisions {or Cut and Paste)

oo overworked vope. Witkin vses medically povided body
parts Ly icorporating them inco his sl T, Wl the aucheres

Figure o Jocl-Peter Witkin, the Kis (Le Butan, New mevion,
120 Courtesy Fraenkel

ronesd silver gelatine, 200% 16 inches,
Cuallery, San 'mimcisco,

S8 Witkin and S0BL Brrws: o Lasronage of Body Paies

Pigre € Byron Reed (Kokomo, Indisnad. ission Siewc e
oo a dayeerreorype, e 84405177 6152 inches, Stley 13 Buens.
M, aod the Burs Arclove.

wver the Body of borl are and medicine. Witkin i able 1o ronder
severed Jimbs cquivalent wo frairs Yot an arcise renders frotl o bis
still lifes weith brush and paiot, wlole owonld o thar Witkin
suuply Crecords’, with the aid of his mechanicd cves medimmne’s
biological wase arraugred a0 pleasing compesition, While ae
walichices his commpesition. mediciie validates s cacerinls, His
ceerworkings of the armangements of the ouerials aod the sorliee
of the prints s connpensatony aid alleviates the porential discantlion
ol the grotesque. We con stare openly at theswe meces of boadies
Brecause, alter Jll they are compaosed inthe higher narras e servied
of artistic caprossion.

e Boms's voltection of bnages alse covtons material of the
putenually srotesgue. bur this groresgue s mediawd by the phiva-
cian’s maze. Wil tie comlor of the ko badge that the inages
were nnade for medical” purpeses, we caw stare opentv, A depiction
of mediciee’s biological waste s piblished Gwelecoed e Wk al
caprioned by Buresi as o masterpuece’. Ina ssmechdochic repres
cutation, 2 photograph of o pile ol amputied Tonbs called A
Marning's Work” comes 1o agnify che devasirior ol the Civdl
W W are otfered awindow onteapile o Timbs thar sigaify che

bodics withou thenn Boddivs wichour imbs e o consequenee ol
waar, injury, deads el dissection. The Body pares are imerpieted s
sianifiers of ywar mjury, dea aud Jisseenon,

Wtk ihe proper authorite o bedy can be given o duivrent dife
after deatls e bear aed support meaning as e objecr ol

mquiry. Ina disseetion photograph cirea T84 an earty dagae
tepe. three amatonmists demaonstrate dicly oustey over ther alyeet

{Fgtiee 53 Tley stand poised with inscrimencs Jmine anstecese
Fully, cov remaiie s still as the corpee for the engrh of the exposaies,
tully clothed over che opened, naked cadaver. The faee ol the
cudaver, unlike those afile anaronsses, honweever, nes longer boelongs
to che suhjece, but w medivine. According to Burns, che disseczion
vadaver was an nuportant narker ol medical heowledge:

During rhe ninereenth and cacly vwenticth centoses aving o
phetogmptne portrt wken wich one’s dissection cadaver
boecame an initation re of medical pracsiees This tope of
oecupational phacesgraph™ B tie most commaonly seen of
phyvsicnondsidents o works The knewledee ol aatomy
separaed . physiciu o Ly pemsors. and the photographs
provided veidenee of g scudencs entemee oo e protession ™
Here wmun, we are presented with the codentane value expeenad
of photograpley. We are Ssecing” the stndencs wilhy eir cadiver,
phorography being o tansparent support of information through
tme sl spaces A e extsesoas the objeet of mcdiva ingaire. the

24



Rachelle A Dierer

Fignre 7. Joel-Poter Wik, Glissar, Nens Moo toned wlver
celatme, 3602 32 fuches, T4, Conresy Fracokel Gallery. San
Frmiedsen.

Jead Doy Beconies: medicalized and menleated  with medival
mieaning. The repearsd reprosentiion of dead bodies and bady
pares as medival wsterial lihes as i viewing salyect nor only
phy:

v, bue also a0 properly educared populie calune {only
asiiuch as e revognizes medsaal aathiorty o detenmining, menn-
el W keow that physicians bave the need {ora desire approved
Ly veed) Lo open bodies and this activiey s osocally sanctioned for
hem, As o enlire, we love o desire to see what che doeror ihe 1t
anatoist, surgeo, pathologise, or coronerd finds and ace willing
woaceept the authanty of die medical roradve i eechangs for
permisdon o look.

L Wdkinds Cissmane, New Mexdo (T b the nleet {the
actual shupe and rone of the phetographie print Woatkin creates

bears g resemhlonee o dic moeeenth conouesy post -mortem photo-
orapl. However, while the nineteenth-centiry: practce supported
the ey of the subject to thow sl Tiving Lgadn athrming che
readability of the surlace ol the human body s represented
phiotopraphicaly), Wikin®s imuage only pomis to the autopsy

b aestheticizes the hody's finction as the vlbeet of medicine. We

e 1ot recosnize fwe see 1 ot we doonor know ied the tee, b

woo i recognize the long Hne ot stitehes spanuing the torso
the mark of the docror’s g Wiike the mincteenth century pose-
morten phaotograph at |

wloalluded o inrersulyectviy Qhiose
conmissioning the image related oo some level o the pesen in
lite us o subjecri. Witku's post-mortem image allowes che vivwer
o medulyze 1 the visual spectacle withour any oppresave keowledwse
ol the copse as subject.

Wedicinegs pervasive power over te body alw exrends o the
living, Consider the experience of Lucy Grealv, o wouan whio
sullered o home cancer of the pow as o chitlds She naraces her
experience of hersell as a photographic objeer, borh soondly and
miedically:

oo lemses. Ly Hash svscems, perfoer oy —  thiese
cameras probahlhy were worth tore diur Uie ponics insmgaring

the pictures. A plivsical sense of drcad came over me s waon

230

av | osputred dhe ekl padded case, hoeand e soend ot the
apper, noted the ridiculons, almose sargweal protestion pro-
vided by the Aered fonn cotnpartient, Pd auronsicadly bkl
the ponv’s Tudter, varelul w keep his bead ozl awel high in
case hesuddenly decided o pull dosn Jor g biwe ol T, ['d
eapuortly turn e owen hewd aw

v, protending T was anly qust
then aware of somoetling more Importmt of o the side, T
il ey at exaetly the same angle eacly e, v baie Billing,
e perlict sheer of comoullame between me and e canera.
[ stond there pertectly sulll just as T had sar tor coutless
medical pliotogrrapbas Tl face, torn tothe Tedt, the vt neaw
a three quarter shor fothe Tefic 1oteok 3 cerniin pride m
knowing the routine sooaell Toe even sween some ol these
medieal photographs in publications. Curously, these sterile,
Bighe photos are casy Lor me 1w leek oo Por oee dung, |
koenas that only doctors look ar chems ond perbaps T even
slighiy proud thar Pinsuel an oteresting case. worthy of
dociumentanon. Or wavlbe do ot really shink s e sy
there, Chise 3, fleare 6-01

Onree, when my doctor Toll e aadting toee long in s
evamining oo, [ leaded teough my fileswhiceh Danew s
srrively ol 1owas thrilled o find oowhole sectiem of
ides Lowsesd i el plastic folder, entoving one, 1 hited
it up o Huorescent hgdin stared B g moment. dien caoetally,
calmly replaced 30 Lwas o phorogrph mken ol e o the
operating tble. Mot of the s ol the right side of v S

lad been pudled over aesd Tack, exposing sometlung wizth the

weneral shupe of o fce and neck Bae wad the color and
consisrency of rw sweak. A clonp g

smed off o the sde.
Lolding sometnne unidentitiable o plaice. Lo particuiarly
Lothered: Pve always had o tsemnation withy gore, and had e
been someone clies Ul bave stored endleshe, Ba Lsunply pud
the shde s slot and made o mental note wee w ook ar

. ) ) . .
ides o v file againg ever

Cirealy™s admiission that sl would uve Sstared endleshe” Toed e
image been soneons else thus Indicares the e s which
photograply allows access to subjecs as obicels, Plesvever, in rhis
cane, she was lookimg ar hersell — Qv ds ditheele, 30 sec niposabie,
o see onesel as o objeet, Existenee as o medical elyect s oot
neorcover, predicated on death, but o daferenee, Teis diference
that detines s and photograpley Leiliioes che perceprivn ol alter
withont the encwnbrance of intersubjectvite,

Carnival

A constant visudl morpheme in the pullshed selecion trom Burss
collection s e mage of the freak. Bul these pinvieench-cenmuoy
photographs were not necesanly odiginally prodoced for wedical
constmnpon. lor imstance, 1 photograph of o man numed Logene
Borry published in Pl Ty, virea TR bsoan artifact of wlf-

sutlciency

M Berry profited om bis abnormaline by exlubiung
CAE
S The

Istorical calwral apperite for the body of the Freak i weell

Binnselt at side shows and selling phorographs of Tmselt

Jdovamenred ™ Naney Russe delines the freak as o spoctacle aod

the speetacle as g way inowhich aabjevts bhecome objeets:

A spectacle, by definidon, requores sight Tioes and distnee.
Andivnees do o reet ap Lce W Bee or nasko 1o nask wch
the spectacle ol tieaks, Froaks ares by delunuien, apart, as

beings o be viewad, o the redithonal sideshen, rhey are

often caged and maost alicn they are silent wnle o barker
aks in

tie nineteenth and rwentictly cenury s medical discoveries

varrates thietr exotie Heess Also, given the Tastory ol (1

amd exhibitions defined the Tunie of the nommali womust be
remembered that it was the discoure ol Taolom which
constituted cheir starns as perfonuers ol the objective bodily

erothe. Modern Tnology and ciapirical social seienee cousi-

foded thews as real” o0

1o doss viles oo ulnml conseraenion ol the ek o the nineteench




and vweenueth contumes thor constirnnes the treak s liologically
real” as opposed soearlier historic comstuciions of eass as dvine
motsters”. While che caregory of feak delines the Hady as gpecnlar
culmraliy, social mores dentaned tiae we nol stare fonride the
boundarics of the sideshow). Lhe phatograph permits us o soe
apenly,

SMoedical photograpliv, in seme instances, aifers s opportunily

for thie phvsician o vismally preseree Bbiologically delined oddatios,
Aninereenth centory journal created specilically for the dissweming

rion of visual ‘)m'plu‘]m\ ol medeeally detimed ensdosicies, e
[N I

Accarding to Burms. the jouriml ws m\.m:i rer puhh\hmu mmuh]\

wpdie Reviewe of Medicine. enjoved o shore run IR

p]]nLn Hy 1}‘[:\ Illd (SRR HPl]]T\ O# T, LYLsLL || JDLL]L\U]W L u.L\

and Cproseoned e mose fecinating picioees ur' the extremes of

e These speenlar phoregraphs ol extecnies were nade only
e tneet the bedily appetites, evicinally, of the phyvsacion. Bure nea,
athey e disseminaeed 1 populae culiure, ey meer o hroader
wisual desire Tor the aboormal Mediene provides visual access

whiere prosvtously there may have been none, Bsanme coriosities ol

tie wneteenth conenry made o living by eshilitiog thenselves anl
selling the photographs of ['hl_]ﬂ_\k]\-‘L\.. other l\mlt}gu Allv dererined
freaks did not and sweere nor terested e he braad  enlroral
dissemination ol rewaselves s e oedinmm of disease, Yor, umder
the authorivy of the phvaman, these people were phowsgraphed:
S orthodox Jew with an unmsad discase sels aside Dis relimon’s
doctonies, allowedng, hinselt to be photographaed inoorder 1or an
exprerl consultition to be implemented, A phvsicio altempis to
idenoity social mistics by noting their Liltoos. The diseased and
Jdefommed e identined and cducaed 0T Th, phorographe
mansparentle nediate s wnlerstmudimg, of the pachological body,
and medicine Las thie aanhonty o denmnd thar sl orher consideras
tions aeweile o i own representacional meeds.

1w o amsfarnarion, this representationa  tim, which
Iaethuates for Burns the acceptance ol weelunnca Tens opries as che
supposed mechanical eatension ol owr own eve. Wickin disrorrs
chis culrally asomed coern posmon i ks overly dramatized.

avstheticized seenes that seen o ke place in front e our vy

Wtk sioply pues che mark of high o onwe e already
medicalived hodv, He arilizes medicinge’s visua wiorphemess adding,
corpositional props frome the adition ol Lo o Lis own

ereations. Compare o nincteentl ceotry e o Sionesae twins

from che Burns Acchive {guree 51 witle Warkin's Tristir,

Heiset
AN Mewive figure 910 Wilka™s momgze i quice similar ro che medical
display withh the addbnon of sy and sesualized accoatencen:
the Turd, the foweerss the masks, and the <lips A basic asanoption
wnderhios Troth dnugess these bodiss, as medicalized visual 1omph-
cinres, have ans inbierent eaeing. Ehe nnportant poine i not the
incersibjectivity of e photogrpline acte bar rather the potential
tor the viscal constnption of theas bodies.

Ultnoatelvs phorogrply provides siable subject posions Tor
il

s viewsers, Ul constang negoliaion ol mersabjeciary in e
lite i< seamlessdy medioted by mochimenl Tens represencations, The
idea of ohjeetvity sl s sinction of the mechanival leee provileges
merpretaton beoween viewer and photograph based ou e 1en-
tons presumpion that nes interpretation occarned ac the oment
of filne enposures hue, e viewer s the only sabject. allow iug
photographed hedies 1o exist casily as objects o e vicwngr
subject. Phatagraphy relivees the viewing sulbject ol e cnenn-
branee uf intersubjectivity, porieitung o antempered sraritication
of the wisial desive tor the body ol the other, 1t s this proness with
wlhich Witk nltonately rovs,

Through che collaboration ol Witk asl Burs i the produe
tion of cultral abjects, e sothonies of bath photegraphy and
wwedicure e ceanlneed To auchencieare and furcher cantiml the
Tt Body as an objece of mcaning, The body s 1 powertul
cultaral symbol; photography and medivine Botly conarrest anxiety
about the ntalabiey o s caltural savhol. Medicine asd phote
wraphve mdiiferene wavs, £ che boder medicine Ty applying,

narranves sl o vy char they becoie cosbedded on die body's
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Rarhelle A1,
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surface. and photography by amesting the arace ol the body in

space dnd tine.
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chnescledye and thavk Carolie AL Jones kar her

careful reading ot the sl incarnaton of s csas aod far ler nsighuiul
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Sews Michl Foucaoly, e Sl of she Clicie e Slidodoge of Vel
Ferzepifon. teans. A WL Sheridan Srith, Sew York: Vintgn Books 19
Diwccuan of humar corpses slowly becanne accepable and Jegal i1l

mid-rivvreennh century wich varions
Ulnitesd States, Historios of secdicne recall o pes
i the mincteenth contary when the avuisicon of proper nateral Ter
diftenli Qe Tustory reters
tr the period durivgs the pineteeneh centor, whern the aeauisition ut’
IS Far duficule as
Theroic”, reterritg. of conrse, o the nreasores requined loacgaine hodies
iArchur ML T ek, fhnng L0 frs I [
T Themas 193510 Heroisns cane o play whers those an the guest

Aoy acts i Torape e the

wel ot medical ey

sty s puahiduted o, the vers Least,

Talerial dissecting was illegal andsar

e Brineni

Trol;

s Loysal and social sactions

sihe up the

oo s ML InFarLion were forced ol
nclation anld

ARATHRL COTpeL rubibirs, or

activily thentscives, 1o oquie igaive nuenal. Tor w orideal
reading ot the medical anstivution of huaman disseetion, see Ruth
Toachurelen, Deatli, Phrecertini seirnie, Tondonn and Sew York:

Foutledge & Kegan Panl 1957 vhdetasls the quest T anatmical
migterial i lnmin amd the pasaie of the A Aol She desatls e
| H ke ol L le, which serves o dluzsmane an

pracrices vonceinng disseetion of human Bodies. Burhe and Hare,

Aoy

'Illil.'.\ iII!(l

case o

LTyt

1t profic by prosiding aoseephe of Bodies 7o an anatonaa i

Edmbureh, connnited murder. Richardsen uses the Berke and Hare
e Tovare e inwersection ot three assgor themes 1
imprtanes al’ e corpse ard s inteity o popale cule. e
craciond detclment of the clinieal “scwentifie” vivw amd the oroces

wherebv the corpse attained the satus ofanarticle stoade
Annde Prouls sl

[po 1Al
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enbaces the more ahetography ot Jolk
schater,
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i, 30 Anedhey e s tomnaldehyd iy
Tor dustanice, the casting of parls of codovers for e creaton of

sewipraral tormw by British artise Anchony Noci Kelly,
Dy Burns explined toome than the Buens Cileciion e e wrotn of
histaric oedical photograpling wlile the Bums idive 15 g collection
apliz, T Archive
while the 5 hidden
Firnancial Y

of copy privts ul the collection of phot allewws 2

road aliones avcess to e ioges Caodeeslan
the selee witly che

pleasure ol seeimg the ariginals, This wa

sy o (IS FUNOLIT LS fur Lhe
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